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INTERNATIONAL UPF SUPPORTS THE OBJECTIVES
DAY OF FAMILIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL

UNTTTED NATIONS

IntexnationaliDayloifEamilies

Monday, May 16th 2011

Office of the Permanent Observer of the African Union to the United Nations
305 East 47th St., 5th Floor, New York, NY 10017

Sponsored by:
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Angola; Permanent Mission of Iraq;
Permanent Mission of Nigeria; Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar;
Permanent Mission of Tunisia and the NGO Committee on the Family

In Partnership with: The Universal Peace Federation (UPF)

UPF is an NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
We support and promote the work of the United Nations and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
To find out about our worldwide programs, please visit our website: www.upf.org



UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES
15 May 2011

Far too many families endure chronic, punishing hardship. Lacking jobs and the
means to make ends meet, adults are unable to provide adequate nutrition for children,
leaving them with lifelong physical and cognitive scars. Other family members can suffer
neglect and deprivation. Poverty continues to claim the lives of hundreds of thousands of
women each year in childbirth.

Social exclusion is often at the root of the problem. Discrimination and unequal
access to social services deprive families of the opportunity to plan a better future for
their children.

Certain types of families are at particular risk, including large families, single-
parent families, families where the main breadwinners are unemployed or suffer from
illness or disability, families with members who suffer discrimination based on sexual
orientation, and families living in urban slums or rural areas. Indigenous and migrant
families, as well as those living through conflict or unrest, are also on the front lines of
marginalization and deprivation.

A number of governments have adopted family-focused strategies, including cash
transfer programmes, child allowances, tax incentives and specific gender- and child-
sensitive social protection measures. An expansion of these policies, which can improve
the nutrition and educational status of children, can help end cycles of poverty that persist
across generations.

On this International Day of Families, let us resolve to support families as they
nurture the young, care for the old and foster strong communities built on tolerance and
dignity for all.

UPF OBSERVANCES OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES

The Universal Peace Federation wishes to acknowledge the efforts of its
chapters in organizing a number of IDF 2011 programs worldwide, including--

Buenos Aires, Argentina Yerevan, Armenia Vienna, Austria
Cotonou, Benin Montreal, Canada Zagreb, Croatia
Quito, Ecuador Tallinn, Estonia Libreville, Gabon
Thilisi, Georgia Accra, Ghana India

Jakarta, Indonesia Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia Nepal

The Hague, Netherlands Auckland, New Zealand

Moscow, Novosibirsk, and Ryazan, Russia San Marino
Honiara, Solomon Islands Madrid, Spain Geneva, Switzerland

Bangkok, Thailand New York, USA Lusaka, Zambia




United Nations International Day of Families 2011

2:30 pm
Emecee:

Speakers

Keynote
Address

3:30 pm
3:45 pm
Moderator:

Panelists

Facilitator:

5:00 pm

“Confronting Family Poverty and Social Exclusion”

“Addressing Poverty by Strengthening Families”

Session I — The Importance of the Family
Mrs. Genie Kagawa, Deputy Director, UPF Office of UN Relations

H.E. Mr. Téte Antonio
Ambassador and Permanent Observer
Office of the Permanent Observer of the African Union to the United Nations

H.E. Mrs. U Joy Ogwu
Permanent Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations

Dr. Michael W. Balcomb
Director of Communications, Universal Peace Federation

Hon. Jose de Venecia, Jr.
Former Speaker, House of Representatives, Republic of the Philippines

Coffee Break
Session II — Policies and Best Practices
Mrs. Lynn Walsh, Director, UPF Marriage and Family Peace Initiative

Ms. Renata Kaczmarska
Focal Point, UN Programme on the Family

Mrs. Susan Roylance
International Policy and Social Development Coordinator
Howard Center for Family, Religion and Society

Mr. Mike Bobbitt

Director, Fatherhood Initiative,
NYC Department of Youth and Community Development

Topical Discussion Groups
Mrs. Joy Pople, UPF Office of Communications

Close of Program




UNIVERSAL PEACE FEDERATION STATEMENT ON THE FAMILY

On the occasion of the International Day of Families on May 15, 2011, the Universal Peace Federation honors UN
resolution 52/81 of 12 December 1997, in which the United Nations General Assembly recognizes the need to
strengthen and support families in performing their societal and developmental functions. UPF offers the following

recommendations:

First, Universal Peace Federation acknowledges that the family is a microcosm of the global community. If the
world is to finally come to an era of sustainable peace and harmony among civilizations, that peace must be
founded on this basic, most intimate social unit of humankind. In other words, the family is the central building

block of society, as well as being an instrument for peace and reconciliation.

Second, the family is universal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, and religious affiliations, we are all
members of families. Most importantly, the family is the school of love and ethics. Through experiences in our
families, we learn to embrace and value all relationships in our wider human family; with friends, neighbors, co-

workers, colleagues and strangers.

Third, marriage, parenting and the family are the basis of human development and the core institutions for
education in character, ethics, social relationships, and citizenship. Strong, healthy, loving parents and families help
protect society from the moral decline of its youth, increase in crime, drug abuse and corruption, as well as the
spread of diseases, such as AIDS. In addition, it can help break down the age-old resentments that have fueled

religious, tribal and civil conflict.

Fourth, throughout history, the family has experienced economic and social unrest, and its adaptability is now
being threatened by a wide range of social, economic, cultural and political developments. UPF chapters around
the world are focusing on projects to overcome poverty and social exclusion within families, and has been mindful
to include underprivileged or marginalized groups in its programs. UPF includes wide representation of the various

faith groups in its policies and projects.

Fifth, lasting peace is secured not merely through laws, backed by the power of government enforcement, but by a
rising awareness of our universal solidarity as one human family, brothers and sisters who share a common spiritual

and moral heritage. We are one family under God.

Universal Peace Federation thereby resolves to join the United Nations to declare May 15th as

The International Day of Families

Declared this 15th day of May 2011 * New York, NY, USA

UNIVERSAL PEACE FEDERATION
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